
ÒHello weÕre from CURE and weÕre going 
around the lake today to let people know 
what we are finding out about mercury levels 
in Minnesota River fish.   
 
According to MN Department of Health data 
if seems that the closer you get to the  
Granite Falls Montevideo area, the mercury 
content in  the fish rises dramatically.  We 
think that this has something to do with the 
Big Stone I coal fired power plant up in  
Ortonville.   
 
There is going to be a hearing on January 
10, 2008 to discuss the permitting of a new 
power plant that will sit along side the old 
one.  Together, the two plants would  
continue to emit mercury downwind and  
downstream for at least the next 50 years.Ó 

ÒYeah, I already know,Ó one fisherman responds. ÒI donÕt eat the fish I catch from here and I donÕt let my wife eat it either.Ó 
 
 ÒYou want us to sign a petition?Ó  another fisherman asks. 
 
 ÒNo, we want you to tell your friends about it and see if theyÕll come to the meeting on January 10th at the Ortonville Community  
Center to tell the judge what coal fired power is doing to our river environment.Ó 
  
ÒGood luck and thanks for the information Ñ stay warm out there!Ó 

It was the coldest day of the winter so far with 20 mile per hour winds creating minus 20 degree wind chill temps.  The snow 
swirled around the temporary towns of ice houses on Lac qui Parle, occasionally blotting out the sun dogged sky with a  
blizzard of whiteness. 
 

 Outfitted in bulky snowmobile suits two young women trudge up to the ice fishing houses and knock.  
 

 Peering out the darkened shack, a male voice asks:    ÒYeah -- what do you want?Ó 

A warm cup of hot chocolate at Randall’s Milan Beach  
Resort leads to another conversation about mercury levels 
and other environmental threats to the lake.    

The journey towards greater awareness and the quest 
for sustainability continues. 
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